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Fundraising supper for proposed Clan Macquarrie Community Centre
A capacity attendance at Airidhantuim School canteen on Saturday evening enjoyed an excellent Burns Supper that featured music, song and traditional speeches.  The event was staged to raise funds for the Clan Macquarrie Community Centre.  

The evening commenced with Master of Ceremonies, Mr Tom Maciver, welcoming the 100 or so guests in his own inimitable way after which he demonstrated his versatility by reciting the Selkirk Grace in Gaelic as well as English.  Thereafter, Mr Warren Coleman addressed the haggis in fine style.

After a delicious meal, we enjoyed the Toast to The Lassies as eloquently proposed by Dr Frank Rennie.  Mrs Diane Macdonald made her debut as a public speaker and gave a witty and humorous reply.  The main event was rounded off with tunes from our fine young accordionist, Stuart Taylor and songs from Dolly Angus Matheson.

A part of the evening had been set aside for some reminiscences from the night almost exactly 50 years ago when the merchant vessel “Clan Macquarrie” was grounded at Borve during what became known as The Great Storm.  We were fortunate to have made prior contact with Mr Douglas Buchan, who was a young cadet on board the Clan Macquarrie on the night in question and a telephone link with him was established on the evening.  An opportunity was given to those in attendance to ask questions.  The responses from Mr Buchan were extremely interesting as evident from the total silence during his delivery, particularly when he recalled the wrath of the storm and the moment those aboard the vessel realised the extreme danger they were in.  It is hoped to arrange for Mr Buchan and his wife to visit Lewis later in the year and perhaps to arrange an event with the couple as guests of honour. 

The Community Centre committee wish to thank everyone who attended and supported the evening.  If the level of commitment we receive from our own community for every fund raising event laid on is reciprocated by the funding bodies we intend applying to, we should soon have premises to be proud of.  Special thanks go to Mary and her helpers (Norma, Joan and Catriona) for preparing the meal.  Also, to all the ladies who donated the “duffs” and shortbread.   

Look out for forthcoming events (an evening with Bill Lawson - March; Vatersay Boys- April 25th; Duck Race - May; Tolsta/Ness sponsored walk - June).  

PHOTO: Members of the Community Centre Committee. L-R are Marina Graham (Asst Secretary), Tom Maciver, Mary M Morrison, Donald Macdonald (Vice Chair), John Matheson, Margaret Isabel Macleod, Sue Blair, Murdo L Macdonald, Murdina Macleod (Secretary), Special Guest Douglas Buchan, Elenor Macleay (Chair), Roddy Martin, Marion Maclean (Treasurer), Peter Macdonald. (Sadly John Matheson has passed away since this photo)
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Gaoth o’n Fhàsach - Winds from the Wilderness
A new exhibition of paintings by local artist Mairi Morrison opens this week in an Lanntair  and runs until the      end of July. Wind from the Wilderness is a series of new works exploring the visual and lyrical aspect of the moor and includes paintings, collages and poems inspired by its hostile beauty. 

    Originally from Tolsta,  Mairi now lives with her husband Donald and three children in Lower Shader. She has painted  from an early age, studying at Cardonald and Glasgow before returning to the island to be with her family. Mairi has a substantial and varied body of work and although every picture is different, each is infused with the dramatic sense of  colour and geography that influences all her work.

    This is an exciting time for Mairi for although her work has been shown all over Scotland, this will be her first solo exhibition.

The painting shown here is inspired by the Clan MacQuarrie rescue of 1953.
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Remembering that fateful night
Memories of the stranding of the Clan Macquarrie were recalled at an event in Ness Hall last Saturday where the guest of honour was Douglas Buchan, one of the crew rescued after the vessel grounded on the shore at Borve 50 years ago. This was his first visit to the village since that fateful night in January 1953 when the 7000-ton cargo vessel on passage from Dundee to Glasgow, was driven ashore in hurricane force winds

     Addressing an audience of about 140 packed into the hall, Mr Buchan recalled the events leading to the stranding: “We had completed a voyage from Bangladesh to Dundee with a cargo of jute mostly in rough weather across the Indian Ocean and after discharging we set out northabout to Glasgow, the ship’s home port. The weather and sea conditions in the Minch were quite severe with a strong south-westerly blowing and the Captain gave orders to alter course and proceed towards the Butt of Lewis and west of the islands.”  

     Mr Buchan recalled that the wind direction then changed, first to a westerly then north-westerly, increasing to hurricane force. Unable to make headway in the mountainous seas, the vessel came to rest on a fairly level shore and not on the treacherous rocks and reefs which are a feature of most of the western seaboard south of the Butt. 

“I had another look at that coast today and thank the Lord that we were on that small beach and not on the rocks.”   

     He continued: “There were sixty-six men on board and we gathered together to ensure everyone was accounted for. It was pitch dark and we lost the lights so it was quite alarming not knowing what was going to happen.”

     The following day the shipwrecked mariners were rescued by a Coastguard team using breeches-buoy apparatus and warmly received into the local homes having survived one of the worst storms in living memory. Mr Buchan recalled: “We were dragged through the sea from the ship to the shore and I remember being taken to a nearby house. It was a blackhouse with a loom in one end and when I sat down in the room I realised how quiet it was after the violent storm outside. It was a very cosy place and obviously the ideal structure to shut out the elements. We had a very welcome meal of fish and potatoes and later that afternoon we were taken to Stornoway and spent the night in the Caledonian Hotel.” 

In the months which followed the stranding, the ship attracted visitors from all over the island, as she lay on the beach before being re-floated and towed to a breakers yard on the Clyde. Mr Buchan, who was a young 22 year old deck officer in 1953, went on to become a river pilot on the Tees in NE England where he spent 30 years before retiring in 1991. Unfortunately his wife was unable to accompany him on the trip to Borve due to illness.

     Mr Buchan was presented with a bound collection of articles and photographs by Eleanor MacLeay on behalf of the Community Centre committee. MC for the evening, Tom Maciver thanked him for coming to the village before inviting everyone to enjoy the buffet and the entertainment which followed. 

     In the fifty years since the incident, much has been said and written about what is now firmly part of the folk-lore of the village. Saturday’s event gave those who witnessed the storm an opportunity to reminisce and for the younger ones it was a chance to listen to the tales and stories of ‘oidhche Chlan Macquarrie.’ 

     The event was organised by the Community Centre committee and the commemoration of the Clan MacQuarrie in the name of the proposed new village hall is an indication of the bond which has been formed with the ship. The Clan MacQuarrie Community Centre will be a fitting memorial to the vessel, the sixty-six men whose lives were saved, the Coastguard team and others involved in the rescue and providing hospitality.
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The Clan MacQuarrie hall received a welcome boost this week with a generous donation of £1600. Pictured above is Neil MacRury presenting the cheque to the hall committee’s treasurer Marion Maclean. Neil ran the Great North Run and the Loch Ness Marathon at the end of September, clocking up a total of nearly 40 miles for good causes. The Clan MacQuarrie

committee are expected to donate a portion of the cash to the Western Isles Hospital in Stornoway.
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The Clan Macquarrie Burns Supper 2004

It was six o’clock on Saturday night and the blizzard had reached white out proportions. As we drove (skidded) our way towards the Ness Hall it was hard to believe that anybody would venture out without good reason and, far less to go to a Burns Night. By seven o’clock our fears proved groundless and the hall was a buzz of expectation as over  a hundred hardy souls gathered for their annual haggis feast.

That afternoon several teams of committee members ably supported by willing helpers had prepared the food and the hall. The main menu, as dictated by tradition, was to be haggis with mashed potatoes and turnips. The organisers made sure that other tastes were catered for too and the catering team ably lead by Catriona Mackay (temporary cook at Airidhantuim) made sure that there was plenty for everyone.

With everyone seated, the haggis was carried in by Eleanor Macleay who was “piped in” by Roddy Martin on the accordian! Warren Coleman delivered the formal address and the haggis was suitably praised by his oration. The Selkirk grace was then recited and this was the signal for plates of piping hot food to be served by the able waiters. The haggis was followed by some splendid duff and other home baking, and off course plenty tea.

It was then time for the traditional speeches and the assembled company sat down to be entertained by Tom Maciver toasting the lassies in his own inimitable style. It was refreshing to see political correctness left at the door for the evening and Hazel Mackay gave a sterling premier performance to reply on behalf of the lassies present. Frank Rennie brought the speeches to a close with a humorous rendition of Holy Willies Prayer.

The rest of the evening was an all star line-up of local talent including singers, fiddle, melodian and accordian players, highland dancing and dance music which had the floor reeling. It was a wonderful night of fun and entertainment and the proceeds bring the new Clan Macquarrie Community Centre a step closer.

The Clan MacQuarrie Committee would like to thank everybody who helped in so many ways to make the Burns Supper a success and they would particularly like to say a big thankyou to everybody who came to the hall on Saturday night to enjoy the evening. 

Photos:

Top left - Roddy Martin, Eleanor Macleay and Tom Maciver toast the haggis.

Btm left - Murdo Louis Macdonald and his young        apprentice.

Top right - The hall was packed to full capacity.

Btm right - Showing them how its done on the dance floor.
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Another brick in the wall for the Clan Macquarrie Centre

THE CLAN MACQUARRIE fundraising team have come up with a truly inspired idea to help build the proposed community centre in Borve. Visitors to the group’s new website at www.borvehall.com will be invited to ‘sponsor a brick’ and have their name inscribed for posterity in the new £750,000 building. Sponsoring a brick costs only £3 and can be done through a simple call or message to the special numbers on the website. Payment is added to the caller’s telephone bill and a key code is issued which, when entered through the website, will secure a sponsored brick. Further information on the scheme is available from Clan Macquarrie Chairperson, Elenor Macleay, on 850423 or from www.borvehall.com where browsers will also get to chance to look through a fantastic gallery of photos from the group’s fundraising events. This scheme offers a wonderful way for the whole community to share the new community centre and the perfect opportunity for all ex-Siarachs to make a real and lasting mark on their homeland.
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Clan Macquarrie Community Centre update
IT IS SOME TIME since an update was provided on the activities of the Clan Macquarrie committee. Were it not for the regular fundraising activities held over the last few months, readers might be excused for believing that little progress has been achieved. Far from it! The Committee and its professional advisers have been busy with finalising plans and costings for the new Centre. In addition, the Feasibility Study which is required for funding applications has been completed. The Committee would like to express its thanks to Dr Gordon Anderson (Architect) and his team for their assistance with the plans and with the Feasibility Study, completion of which allows progress to the next important stages of the process – the applications for planning permission and for funding of the construction costs. There is no doubt that this latter aspect, in particular, will be very challenging. The committee are however very much up for the challenge and are busy working on the business plan etc. The Clan Macquarrie committee is extremely grateful for the financial and other support received so readily from the local community. The level of fundraising to date is a testament to the great spirit in our area and to the strength of feeling towards achieving a decent community facility for all of our residents and for all of our needs. The recently launched web-site (www.borvehall.com) has been well received and has generated much interest, both from within the community and beyond our own shores. The website is being regularly updated, most recently with additional photos and a guestbook and events page.The site also incorporates a feature believed to be unique in the UK - the ability for individuals to “sponsor a brick” within the planned new Centre. By means of a mobile phone text message or a land-line call to a specific number, interested individuals may donate the sum of £3 towards the build costs of the new Centre. More traditional methods of donating towards the project are also included on the web-site, of course. Feedback is always welcome and the Committee looks forward to receiving comments and suggestions via the site Guestbook. The next major fund-raising event planned is the annual Sponsored Walk, which this year will start at Brue and proceed along the coastal route to Garenin in Carloway. The date to mark in your diaries is Saturday 18th September. This year, in an effort to cater for all age groups and fitness levels, it will be possible to join the walk at several locations along the route. It is also intended to hold a BBQ and to provide various refreshments for participants at the finish line at Garenin. Transport will be available on the day and anyone interested in joining in should contact Marina 

​​
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Clan Macquarrie Community Centre AGM

The AGM of the CMCC took place in Borve Hall on Wednesday evening 24th November.  The meeting was well attended and it was encouraging to all that Councillor John Mackay was also able to be there.  He is a strong supporter of the CMCC aims and has been a good friend to the Committee since his election.

A number of new members joined on the evening in addition to which 3 new Directors were appointed – James Morrison (Melbost), Alex Blair (Borve) and Norman “Smithy” Smith (Ballantrushal).

Chairperson Eleanor Macleay gave a very informative presentation on the achievements of the last 12 months – these included the completion of the project Feasibility Study, the setting up of the website, the usual excellent support received from the community and the very impressive level of funds raised throughout the year.  She was able to confirm that formal plans are now well in hand which should end up with a deliverable building at what these days constitutes a relatively modest and achievable outlay.

Inevitably there have been disappointments along the way, not least the failure recently to secure funding via CnES and the Scottish Executive under a dedicated Village Hall scheme – with this having been awarded by the Comhairle in favour of the existing Barvas Community Centre.  Only one group obtains funding each year under this initiative and the competition was strong from Barvas and from the Uists.  Eleanor emphasised the determination of the Committee to persevere in their efforts to obtain the much needed community facility which the Airidhantuim Community (not unreasonably) would like to see in their midst.  There may be a suggestion of a lack of support within the corridors of power for what the committee is trying to achieve, but that has never been the case within the Ness and Airidhantuim community areas. 

The next major Clan Macquarrie fundraiser will be the annual Burns Supper.  More details of this will follow early in the New Year.  
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Burns Supper 2005

The Ness Community Centre was full on Saturday night as people gathered for an evening that is now becoming a “not to be missed event” in the social calendar of the west side. The Clan MacQuarrie Community Centre Burns Supper was a magical mix of traditional Burns and Clan MacQuarrie contemporary!!

The Haggis was piped in steaming on a platter, and Warren Coleman performed the Address which was followed by the Selkirk grace recited by Elenor Macleay. This was the signal for the kitchen and serving team to get plates piled high with Haggis neeps and tatties out onto the tables. All tastes were catered for with Veggie haggis and sausages on offer too. Duff and plenty home baking followed together with tea and coffee for all.

Tom Maciver was Master of Ceremonies and in his own inimitable style presented a show packed with local talent. Donny Vann toasted the lassies and provoked laughter and derision, but ultimately redeemed himself in poetic style as he shared the perspective of the sailor returning to the islands. The reply was given by Agnes Rennie who read from Burns and Maya Angelou and a couple of favourite fridge magnets!! Frank Rennie completed the Burns recitations with a recitation of Tam o Shanter that had the audience spell bound following grey Megs story.

The night was a real family night as young and old, family and friends gathered to catch up on stories and enjoy the local performers. Annette and Stewart kicked off the musical entertainment and later, supported on guitar by Alasdair, played for some excellent dancing. Dolly Angus and Tida sang, Murdo Luis and Iain played melodeon, Frank and Fiona played the fiddles accompanied by Catriona on the bodhran, the Ness melodeon band played some toe tapping tunes including a wonderful Scotch reel, and Fiona gave a Highland Dancing display. The piper for the night was Sandy Gomez. 

Finally the evening was drawn to a close by Elenor Macleay who thanked everybody who had attended the Supper, all the volunteers who had peeled and cooked and made the duffs, and all the entertainers. Without a doubt a great evening had been had by all !!!
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Community plans
THERE WAS standing room only in the Airidhantuim school canteen last Saturday night, 11June for the new Clan Macquarrie Community Centre planning session. The enthusiasm, and the need, for the project was clear from the crowd of over 60 people who gathered. Large scale draft plans were on display, together with photos of some of the many fund raising events that have been held since fund raising for the Community centre began. 
Elenor Macleay, chair of the Clan Macquarrie opened the evening with a brief resume of recent progress including the Comhairle’s commitment to support the project in 07/08 and more recently, the successful first stage application to the Big Lottery Fund. She explained that this only represented the first hurdle with the Lottery and it was now vital to prepare a strong case supported by the community. She explained that while the Airidhantuim Community Appraisal had been published in 2002 and contained a huge amount of statistical information, it was now necessary to review the sections with particular relevance to the Community Centre and she welcomed peoples’ participation in the event. 
The evening took on a workshop format and everybody present was encouraged to contribute ideas for activities that would benefit the community. Young and old entered into this discussion with enthusiasm and worked hard before stopping for a welcome cup of tea. 
During the second session, the room was split into three small groups and, despite the limitations of the room, once again there were no lack of ideas. This time people were asked to link their ideas for activities with the plans for the proposed new centre, and as the volume rose to a crescendo the flip chart pages filled one by one. As well as the ideas for activities there were useful comments on everything from the size of the kitchen to the benefits of energy efficiency. 
Elenor closed the session with a promise to keep everybody informed of progress and a special vote of thanks to all who attended. She reminded those present of the on-going need for fund raising and thanked everybody for their continued support at all the events. 
